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300 Multigrade teachers attended 
the regional training on Differentiated 
Instruction (DI) held at Tagaytay 
International Convention Center last 
January 8-15.  

 Participants were MG teachers 
from different divisions: 38 were from 
the Division of Batangas, 7 from 
Batangas City, 22 from Calamba City, 
24 from Cavite, 49 from Laguna, 131 
from Quezon, and 29 from Rizal. 
Focused on using Differentiated 
Instruction, the training emphasized 
the benefits and advantages in the 
development and learning in the MG 
classrooms. 

  The 8-day training also aimed to 
enhance the knowledge, skills, and 
attitude of the participants in teaching 
Multigrade classes using Differentiated 
Instruction, and improve their abilities 
in gauging pupils’ learning outcomes in 
MG classes through the use of 
appropriate assessment strategies and 
tools. 

 Present in the training was 
Regional Director Diosdado M. San 
Antonio who not only delivered an 
inspirational message but a full lecture 
on Conducting Action Research in the 
Multigrade Classrooms. Supervising 
Education Program Specialist of DepEd 

Central James Bunga, on the other 
hand, gave an update on Multigrade 
Education in the Philippines.  

 Moreover, EPS-Math Dominador 
Villafria conducted a plenary session 
on Teaching and Learning in the 
Multigrade through Differentiated 
Instruction and gave a lecture on 
Teaching Geometry, Patterns and 
Algebra, Measurement, and Statistics 
and Probability.  

 Other lecturers were CLMD Chief 
Erico Habijan (DI in Filipino), EPS-
English Jennifer Lopez (DI on Language 
and Literacy), EPS-ALS Elaine 
Balaogan, EPS-LRMDS Eugene Adrao 
(DI in Math), EPS Fe Enguero (DI in 
Teaching Music), EPS-TVL Ferdinand 
Marquez (Practical Tips in Teaching 
MG Classes), EPS-Science Job Zape Jr. 
(DI in Science), EPS Ellen Lopez 
(Developmentally Appropriate 
Practices), and EPS-in charge of 
Multigrade Jerome Chavez.  

 Invited resource persons were 
EPS-SDO Quezon Walter Galarosa who 
talked about Writing Lessons Plans. 
ST1 from Quezon Rex Mirando 
discussed Assessment in MG Classes 
and HT-III from Batangas City Johnson 
Cueto shed light on Performance 
Assessment. 

  Participants also submitted a 
contextualized lesson plan using 
differentiated instruction and were 
critiqued by school heads present in 
the training. Moreover, twenty teachers 
demonstrated on teaching various 
learning areas showing the use of DI in 
the classroom. 

  Meanwhile, forming the Training 
Management Team were Andrea 
Señadoza (EPS, Calamba City), Ruth 
Valdellon (EPS, Laguna) who also 
acted as a resource person in Math, 
Arnel Zapanta (EPS, Cavite), Marieta 
Perez (EPS, Batangas City), Edna 
Ramos (PSDS, Rizal), Celerina Sintones 
(T-III, Batangas), and Walter Galarosa 
(EPS, Quezon).  

 Medical assistance was 
provided by the medical staff of the 
Division of Cavite through the courtesy 
of SDS Cherrylou De Mesa. QAME was 
conducted by Elino Garcia and Danilo 
Ilagan, EPS from QAD, and process 
observer was Maricris Tadioan, SEPS 
of HRDD.  

 Opening ceremony was handled 
by the participants from Rizal and the 
closing program by Quezon. (Jerome 
Chavez, EPS-in charge of Multigrade 
Jerome Chavez, CLMD) 

300 Multigrade teachers attend training on DI 

Education Program Supervisor-in charge in Multigrade Jerome Chavez takes the stage as he presented his lecture to the multigrade teachers.    
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With her strong 
commitment to provide technical 
assistance on issues regarding 
the senior high school 
implementation, DepEd Calamba 
City Schools Division 
Superintendent Eugenia R. 
Gorgon called for a meeting last 
January 23, 2017 at the 
Gabaldon Hall, Jose Rizal 
Memorial School. 

Speaking in front of school 
administrators and school heads 
from 35 private and 11 public 
SHS implementers, Gorgon called 
for everyone to synchronize their 
efforts in addressing issues on 
the enrollment of students in the 
Learning Information System, 
voucher management system 
(VMS), partnership, and tracking 
of students who are no longer in 
school.  

“This is very crucial. Help us 
to track these out-of-school youth 
and help reconnect through ALS 

to bring them back in basic 
education,” the Schools Division 
Superintendent said, also adding 
that mapping and tracking of 
students should be done.  

Records showed a disparity 
in the enrollment during first 
semester and second semester. 
Based on the LIS, there was a 
total of 9, 789 SHS students 
enrolled in both public and 
private schools during the first 
semester, 78.30% of these came 
from private schools. Data also 
showed that about 762 students 
are missing in private schools 
while 206 in the public schools.  

Gorgon also raised the 
issue on Immersion Program and 
what the school has gone through 
with regards to partnership.  

Meanwhile, Planning Officer 
III Ligaya G. Martir discussed the 
issues on multiple LRNs which 
consequently affect the VMS 
tagging and the billing of 

accounts. She assured the 
audience that the central office is 
working on these and is hoping 
that the problems will be solved 
before the end of the month.  

Furthermore, the Regional 
Coordinator of Private Education 
Assistance Committee (PEAC) Dr. 
Lerma Calingasan reminded the 
SHS implementers to be more 
understanding and open-minded 
on the issues concerning the 
Voucher Management System 
(VMS) 

“PEAC is doing all its efforts 
to address the issues concerning 
VMS,” assured Dr. Calingasan, 
further adding that the benefits of 
VMS will stay as enshrined in RA 
10533 and the situation is 
stable.  

 The SHS implementers 
were delighted with the initiative 
DepEd Calamba has taken to 
create a platform where they can 
discuss and know pertinent 
matters, issues, and solutions 
related to SHS. 

 “We shall help DepEd 
Calamba City address the issues 
raised especially on tracking of 
students, immersion program 
through partnership, and making 
sure that we are in constant 
coordination [in updating] our 
system,” said Dr. Juanita Corre, 
Principal of Saint Benilde 
International and one of the 
officers of Calamba City Private 
Schools Administrators.  (Randy D. 
Punzalan, SEPS-P&R/DIO) 

 

Dr. Enrico Jocson, SGOD-EPS/In-charge 
of Private school during the Q and A 
segment regarding other matters. 

Calamba City calls for SHS Meeting to discuss issues 
and concerns 

Dr. Eugenia R. Gorgon, SDS-Calamba 
City, delivers her message and cites the 
important issues and concerns that will 
be discussed in the meeting. 

Ms. Ligaya G. Martir, Planning Officer 
III, addressing the participants on 
enrollment, LIS and frequently asked 
questions on VMS and QVR and 
billing statement for the second 
semester. 

Dr. Lerma Calingasan, Regional 
Director – Private Education Assistance 
Committee – CALABARZON during her 
1- hour talk with the 46 SHS 
Implementers of Calamba City 
concerning VMS and other matters. 

Project Cherish: Children’s 
Health Enhanced and 
Rehabilitated in Scouting Hands, 
with the theme, “Join hands, 
act... change” conducted in SDO 
Lucena City at the Reception and 
Action Center (RAC) Zaballero 
Subdivision, Gulang-Gulang, 
Lucena City on January 14. 

Eleven (11) troop leaders 
and thirty-one (31) Senior Girl 
Scouts from Lucena City National 
High School (LCNHS), and 1 troop 
leader with 7 Senior Girl Scouts 
from Sacred Heart College 
attended the said program. The 
project’s primary objective is to 
provide victims of circumstances 
the opportunity of self-
development through the help of 
the Girl Scouts and Adults who 
wish to partake in the project.   

 Ms. Marites Marlinga, RAC 
DSWD Coordinator, welcomed 
and oriented the patrol on the 
present status of the RAC 
institution and the children living 
under their care. She added that 

they were very thankful for those 
agencies who visited them and 
spent time with the children 
longing for parental care.   

Girl Scout of the Philippines 
Lucena City Council Executive, 
Ms. Lorena E. Potestades gave 
inspirational message to Senior 

Girl Scouts. Moreover, Ms. 
Victoria Macalinao, represented 
Mr. Edwin Paul M. Navarro as 
member-at-large. 

Selected Senior Girl Scouts 
talked on proper hygiene. 
Children participants danced and 
sang with the Girl Scouts. Some 

shared personal experiences, 
served foods and gave gifts to 
children in RAC. 

Mrs. Rocel M. Arenas, GSP 
School Coordinator, initiated the 
said program. (Rebecca L. Recto, 
LCNHS Troop Leader, SDO-Lucena 
City)  

PROJECT CHERISH.  Senior Girl Scouts from LCNHS and Sacred Heart College join force for Project CHERISH in RAC, 
Lucena City. 

SDO Lucena Scout Council conducts Project CHERISH 
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  “The Badjao girl”  Rita 
Gaviola a typical 13 -year –old, 
grade six pupil, still can’t believe 
that she would be famous after 
her photo had gone viral on social 
media. 

When Rita and her family 
were ‘working’ for a living in 
Lucban Quezon during the Pahiyas 
Festival on May 15, 2016, Topher 
Quinto Burgos and his girlfriend 
spotted the morena beauty of 
Badjao girl. Their appreciation of 
the true Filipina beauty led them to 
take a photo of her. A photo that 
was worth a thousand words for 
some netizens, with an angle that 
illustrated a pure bloomed Filipina 
beauty. Her overall physique 
captivated not just the netizens  
but also the son of President 
Rodrigo Duterte. “A true Filipina 
beauty,” presidential son Baste 
said. 

Good things came to her from 
that camera shot, “I am so very 
thankful with Kuya Topher, dahil 
sa kanya kaya I have this kind of 
opportunity. It seems like a 
birthday gift to me because that 
was the day  after my  birthday 
when I knew that my photo had 
gone viral.  At first, it has 
frightened me because I thought 
that I will be arrested”, said Rita.  

It was then when netizens 
became curious about the true 
identity of the Badjao girl.  

Rita Ibnuasi Gaviola is a Sama 
Badjao girl who lives in Barangay 
Barra, Lucena City. She’s second 
to the eldest among her siblings. 
They are rooted from Zamboanga 
and forced to move from one place 
to another because of poverty and 
war. 

Gaviola’s mother strongly 
believed that education would 
uplift their living condition. It is the 
reason why they chose to live in 
Barra, Lucena City. When Rita’s 
photo became viral, chances and 
opportunies would be at hand .  

The Local Government of 
Lucena City offered a job  for her 
father Danny. In that matter, they 
were not forced to beg anymore. 
Moreover, TV Program “Rated K” 
gave her a scholarship grant.  

 She said that her ultimate 
dream  is to finish her college 
degree . Like her mother, she  
believes that education is the 
flame of her fame that never 

stops. Her ambition is to be like 
her teacher, help her siblings and 
encourage her tribes to go in 
formal education. 

“I thank Allah for what I am 
receiving now, and Kuya Topher 
and my teachers that brought me 
in this situation,” Rita said.  

Badjao girl’s transformation 
from timid one to a  bloomed 
flower is just one of the chapters 
in her astonishing unknown-to-
fame story that makes the Badjao 
tribe even more proud. Their 
chieftain took this as an 
opportunity for their culture and 
community to be recognized. 

For her teachers, Rita is just a 
typical pupil inside the classroom 
who is eager to learn and with 
strong determination to pursue her 
dreams. (Joann P. Maaño – Teacher 1, 
Barra Elementary School, Lucena City) 

 
 

 

Rita Gaviola aka “Badjao Girl” 


