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In front of more than 12,000 

delegates, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 

has challenged the young athletes to instill 

love of country as he formally declared the 

2017 Palarong Pambansa open on 

Sunday in colorful opening ceremonies.  

In his speech at the newly-renovated 

Binarayan Sports Complex, Duterte said 

the youth needs to develop love of country 

and instill discipline for they would inherit 

the country from their elders. 

 “You now have a sense of 

discipline…You have to build something. 

It’s not all physical. It’s also mental and 

the desire to win,” the President said. 

 He added that the young 

generations need also to develop a sense 

of responsibility. 

“You are the fathers and mothers of 

tomorrow. That tomorrow is just a few 

sunrise and sunset. It’s just around the 

corner. I need to pass it on to you before I 

die,” he added as he stressed that the 

youth needs to take the obligations in the 

future. 

He even noted that  h is 

administration is investing heavily on the 

youth, particularly on education, so that 

they can become competitive.  

 “The Department of Education gets 

the lion’s share in this year’s budget, 

something that the state is required to do 

under the 1987 Constitution,” said 

Duterte. 

He also stressed that there is a great 

call for the new generation to build 

competitiveness, fairness, values and 

sense of goodwill among the youth. 

 “It’s my sacred duty to transfer to 

you the values we hold very very dear,” 

said the President. 

Meanwhile, Education Secretary 

Leonor Magtolis-Briones showed great 

hopes that the Palaro will encourage more 

K to 12 completers to take Sports Track in 

Senior High School, noting that only 3,175 

out of 1.5 million students take the track 

in the new curriculum. 

“It means that sports track is not 

attracting students such that we are 

encouraging the parents, as well as 

students, to take the track which is good 

track to help them gain employment,” said 

Magtolis-Briones in a news report. 

“Mas marami ang tsansa for them na 

makakuha ng employment after 

graduation while also giving back to the 

country,” the secretary added. 

Magtolis-Briones with the Regional 

Directors from 18 regions ended the 

program with the release of friendship 

doves declaring the formal opening.  

This year’s Palaro is the 60th edition 

of the annual multi-sporting event for 

Filipino student-athletes with the country's 

18 regions competing in different sporting 

events and discipline. (Patrick Kenneth T. 

Coquilla, Trece Martires City NHS, Cavite. As 

published in RSC Express 2017, Vol. 1, Issue 2. 

April 24, 2017)  

Palarong Pambansa 

Pres. Duterte urges student-athletes to develop 
sense of patriotism 
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PASIG CITY, April 6, 2017 – The 
Department of Education (DepEd) will 
soon train principals and other members 
of the schools’ Child Protection 
Committees (CPC) on comprehensive 
tobacco control. 

The CPC, established in every 
school nationwide since 2012, is the 
focal group that shall ensure the 
effective implementation of DepEd 
Order (DO) No. 48 s. 2016, or the Policy 
and Guidelines on Comprehensive 
Tobacco Control. 

H e a l t h  o f f i c e r s ,  p r o g r a m 
specialists, and writers from the DepEd 
Central Office and the Regional and 
Division offices in Calabarzon, Central 
Luzon, and the National Capital Region 
(NCR), participated in a “writeshop” held 
in Teachers’ Camp, Baguio City on 
March 8-10 to draft the content of the 
training manual on the effective 
implementation of the Department 
Order. 

“Participating in this writeshop 
made me realize how rich DepEd is with 
skilled and talented people who can 
address and deliver the need to ‘give 
teeth’ in implementing the Department 
Order, needing just a little leading to the 

right direction and support from 
strategically identified partners,” said 
Dr. Pearl Oliveth Intia, Medical Officer IV 
f r o m  D e p E d - R eg i o n  I V - A  w h o 
participated in the writeshop. 

R e s o u r c e  p e r s o n s  w e r e 
representatives from partner agencies 
and organizations,  namely  the 
Department of Health (DOH), Southeast 
Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA), 
and the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC) All iance 
Philippines. 

"The content of the training, as 
drafted in the writeshop, is consistent 
with DepEd's vision of ensuring that 
their educators are equipped with the 
necessary knowledge and skills to guide 
students in valuing smoke-free habits 
and environments,” said Ms. Lourdes 
Risa Yapchiongco, Project Team Leader 
of the DOH-The Union Project. 

DO 48 s. 2016 aims to facilitate 
the enforcement of tobacco control 
policies in schools and offices, with 
emphasis on the protection against 
tobacco industry interference in the 
Department. The Department Order 
defines tobacco industry interference as 
“the broad array of tactics and 

strategies utilized by the tobacco 
industry to influence or interfere with the 
setting and implementation of tobacco 
control policies.” 

"If this training can successfully 
prevent our youths from the false allure 
of tobacco companies, whether it be 
smoking or working for the industry, it 
will be a huge contribution to the human 
and socio-economic development of our 
country, both currently and in the 
decades to come,” said Dr. Ulysses 
Dorotheo, SEATCA’s FCTC Director. 

Both the writeshop and the training 
are coordinated under a DepEd project 
implemented in partnership with the 
Tobacco-Free Kids Action Fund. 

“This upcoming training on 
comprehensive tobacco control is 
consistent with the Department’s priority 
to educate DepEd personnel and 
students on substance use and abuse,” 
said Dr. Maria Corazon Dumlao, Chief of 
the School Health Division, under which 
the project is lodged. Dr. Dumlao, a 
trained prevention specialist and global 
master trainer on the Universal 
Prevention Curriculum for Substance 
Use, was also a resource person during 
the writeshop. (DepEd Central Office) 

DepEd intensifies tobacco control policy with 

trainings for principals, CPC members 
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As part of the Philippine Public 

School Teachers Association’s 70th 

Anniversary Celebration, a recognized 

Teachers Association in the country, 

launched its newest advocacy entitled 

“PPSTA, KAISA SA BRIGADA ESKWELA” 

last April 20, 2017.  In line with this, an 

amount of ten thousand pesos 

(P10,000.00) per Schools Division 

Office was distributed to the various 

DepEd Regional Offices in the country.   

D e p E d  C A L AB AR Z O N  w a s 

awarded two hundred ten thousand 

pesos (₱210,000.00) to be shared 
equally among the 20 Divisions and ten 

thousand pesos for the Regional Office.  

This aims to foster community building 

activities and strengthen their ties with 

the Department of Education.  Mr. 

Bernardo C. Pascual, PDO IV of the 

Education Support Services Division 

received the check on behalf of 

Regional Director Diosdado M. San 

Antonio.  

Recipients were instructed that 

Official Receipt (OR) and other 

liquidating instruments therein shall be 

submitted to the PPSTA within a period 

of 30 days upon the completion of the 

project. (Bernardo C. Pascual, PDO IV, 

Education Support Services Division) 

PPSTA launches newest advocacy “PPSTA, KAISA SA 

BRIGADA ESKWELA” 

(L-R) Ritch Cabiola, DepEd MIMAROPA; PPSTA Board of 
Governors: Mario Ramirez, former DepEd Reg. III 
Director; Catalino B. Patambang, former PSDS of Cavite; 
Celso Licas, PSDS Quezon; DepEd NIR Dir. Gilbert Sadsad 
(standing) and two other PPSTA Board of Governors.  

The  Department  of  Education 

(DepEd),  through  the  External 

Partnerships Service (EPS), conducted the 

Jingle  Making  Contest  for  the  2017 

Brigada Eskwela with the theme Isang 

DepEd,  Isang  Pamayanan,  Isang 

Bayanihan Para sa Handa at Ligtas na 

Paaralan through  DepEd Memorandum 

No. 19. S. 2017. 

The objective of the contest was   to 

encourage  schools  to  showcase  the 

talents of their learners in coming up with 

a campaign jingle to be used in the 2017 

Brigada Eskwela marketing and advocacy 

activities  in  order  to  attract  more 

volunteers and partners for the schools’ 

maintenance efforts before the opening 

of the school year. 

DepEd  Regional  Office  conducted 

the  Judging  of  the  submitted  winning 

entries of all the twenty (20) Divisions of 

the Region  last  March  13,  2017 and 

came up with the results as follows: 

 

Name of School Division 

Batangas Provincial High School for Culture and Arts Batangas 

Dasmariñas North National High School Dasmariñas City 

Gen. Pantaleon Garcia Senior High School Imus City 

Cavite National High School Cavite City 

Tanauan City National High School Tanauan City 

Luis Palad Nationa High School Tayabas City 

Biñan City Senior High School – San Antonio Campus Batangas City 

Lipa National High School Lipa City 

Lucena National High School – Mayao Parada Extension Lucena City 

San Pedro Relocation Center NHS – Landayan Campus Laguna 

RANK School Award 

First 

Place 

Prudencia D. 

Fule Memorial 

National High 

School, Division 

of San Pablo 

City 

₱ 7,000.00 for 

the students 

and Plaque of 

Recognition for 

the School. 

Second 

Place 

Jose Rizal Me-

morial School, 

Division of Ca-

lamba City 

₱ 5,000.00 for 

the students 

and Plaque of 

recognition for 

the School. 

Third 

Place 

Luis Y. Ferrer Jr. 

Senior High 

School, Division 

of Cavite 

₱ 3,000.00 for 

the students 

and Plaque of 

Recognition for 

the School. 

2017 Brigada Eskwela Jingle Making Contest Regional Winners 

Consolation Prize of ₱1,000.00 per School 

(Hannah D. Vallano, ESSD JO) 



A celebration of bountiful harvest 

took place on April 11, 2017 at Biñan 

Elementary School (BES) during the 

culminating activity of NutriGardens 

Project, a joint advocacy program of East-

West Seed Foundation (EWSF) and Nestle 

Philippines in the Schools Division Office 

(SDO) of Biñan City. 

The said project, which operated 

under the Oh My Gulay! Tanim Sa 

Kinabukasan Program, has helped 10 

public elementary schools in Biñan City in 

establishing a sustainable school-based 

vegetable production.  

The culminating activity included 

ribbon cutting of the host’s garden, 

ceremonial harvesting, and garden tour at 

BES. Aside from the best vegetable 

garden competition among the 10 

recipient schools, the said activity also 

featured contest on poster-making and 

vegetable cooking showdown. 

Participating schools received 

technical assistance from Ms. Krystyn 

Rosario M. Oreiro, Program Officer from 

EWSF, for almost 3 months until they 

reached completion in early April 2017. 

They also received 500 pieces of 

vegetable seedlings, instructional 

materials, and gardening tools, among 

others.  

Prior to the actual planting, EWSF 

conducted on January 25-27, 2017 a 

three-day Train the Trainers course to 

equip the teachers of the top schools with 

the knowledge and skills required in 

starting such kind of vegetable garden.  

In addition, a separate training 

session with 50 students from each 

school was facilitated by Ms. Oreiro during 

the course of the program to orient them 

on how they could be of help in 

maintaining their garden. 

“Gardening is not so popular 

nowadays. We are very happy that East-

West Seed Foundation is encouraging us 

to start gardening once again,” said Mr. 

Hereberto Jose D. Miranda, CESO VI, 

Schools Division Superintendent (SDS), 

during the closing program. 

SDS Miranda added that SDO Biñan 

City is privileged to have been part of the 

program, since this year, only Biñan City 

and Cabuyao City were selected as 

recipients in Laguna province.  

He is also positive that the school 

community, with the help of parents and 

baranggay officials, will continue to work 

hand-in-hand in sustaining the garden 

since this is also beneficial for the school-

based feeding program. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Crisanto R. Sabino, 

Executive Director of EWSF, said that the 

foundation will continue to provide 

technical assistance and seeds for the 

next cropping cycle of schools. He 

encouraged them to start using the 

recipes introduced during the culminating 

activity. 

Pedro H. Escueta Memorial School 

was awarded the best vegetable garden 

and received a plaque of recognition and 

gift prizes from Nestle, which was 

awarded by their Corporate Affairs 

Executive, Ms. Sarah L. Pozas. BES and 

Pagkakaisa Elementary School received 

the second and third place, respectively. 

EWSF is a corporate social 

responsibility arm of East-West Seed 

Company Philippines, a distributor of high-

quality vegetable seeds in over 60 

countries worldwide. (Dionisio T. Pobar III, 

EPS-II,SMN) 

SDO Biñan City celebrates NutriGardens’ bountiful harvest 
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BEST VEGETABLE GARDEN. Representatives of Pedro H. Escueta Memorial School, together with their barangay officials, pose with the staff members of 
East-West Seed Foundation (EWSF) after receiving their award as the best vegetable garden of the NutriGardens Project of EWSF and Nestle Philippines.  
Photo by EWSF. 


