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An international student 
group accompanied by Toyota 
Autoparts Philippines Inc. made a 
guided tour in Santa Rosa City’s 
Road Safety Kiddie Park on 
August 8 to see the first safety 
theme park in the country located 
at the second level of Robinsons 
Mall Santa Rosa branch.  The 
park is a mall’s partnership 
project with the City Government 
of Santa Rosa and Department of 
Education to promote road safety 
education to children ages 5 to 
10 and to train kids to become 
responsible road users.  

The tourists enjoyed fun 
and interactive experience in a 
simulated road setting with the 
kids. Around 30 international 
exchange  s tudents  f rom 
Singapore had the chance to 
mingle with 36 Grade 3 pupils 
and 22 junior Boy Scouts (Grades 
4 to 6) from Santa Rosa 

Elementary School Central-I.   
Newly elected City Mayor 

Danilo Ramon S. Fernandez and 
Schools Division Superintendent 
Helen A. Ramos graced the event. 
Also present were Robinsons Mall 
general branch manager Ms. 
Arlene G.  Magt ibay and 
representatives of one of the 
park’s established partners 
Rotary Club of Santa Rosa.  

Grade 3 pupils from 18 
elementary public schools are the 
main beneficiaries of the project 
who can avail of the facilities and 
services of the theme park for 
free. DepEd Division of Santa 
Rosa City schedules the after 
class visitation of all public 
elementary schools each month 
through a division memorandum.   

Under the supervision of 
Mr. Antonio B. Bato, Road Safety 
Kiddie Park Manager from the 
City Government, designated City 

Government employees ensure 
park operations during weekdays 
and can offer walk-in or 
appointment service for free.  

The project that was 
made possible through a signed 
Memorandum of Agreement 
between the City Government of 
Santa Rosa, Robinsons Mall and 
Department of Education since 
March 2013 is yearly renewed.  It 
started as a mobile park that was 
launched in the same mall in 
2011. MOA signing for the 
contract renewal this year is 
scheduled tentat ive ly  on 
September 30. 

The road safety education 
in the city started as early as 
2007 through the Toyota Traffic 
Safety  Summit  and the 
establishment of the Road Safety 
Academy and Road Safety Mobile 
Park in 2009 by Toyota Autoparts 
Philippines Inc., its major 
proponent.  The road safety 
education program has been 
s u pp o r t e d  b y  th e  C i t y 
Government of Santa Rosa from 

the start and continued to thrive 
through strategic partnership with 
Rotary Club of Santa Rosa, 
University of the Philippines – 
N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r 
Transportation Studies and Boy 
Scouts of the Philippines.   

The signing of the Deed of 
Donation and turn-over of the 
e q u i p m e n t  t o  t h e  C i t y 
Government was made official on 
January 17, 2013.  The City 
Government of Santa Rosa is 
c u r r e n t l y  f u n d i n g  t h e 
maintenance of the theme park.  

Benefiting from the said 
project for more than three years, 
the Department of Education 
Division of Santa Rosa City 
underscores the inclusion of road 
safety education in classroom 
learning activities particularly to 
elementary students and 
supports the development of 
learning materials and teacher 
trainings. (Lea Imelda E. Ibayan, 
Project Development Officer II- SGOD, 
Division of Santa Rosa City) 

 

Students’ photo op with SDS Helen A. Ramos and Mayor Dan S. Fernandez. 

The Road Safety Kiddie Park of Santa Rosa was one of the places of interest during the educational trip of these young international tourists from Singapore. 
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Finding inspirations from a person who 
is perceived to have superior knowledge, 
stronger faith, unvarying motivation, and 
sound disposition is a customary pattern in 
today’s circumstances.  

Reversely, there comes a time when a 
mentor surprisingly gets inspired with a 
learner’s exemplary character and 
exceptional situation in life.  

Other learners may just seem so 
fortunate to live life with ease and pleasure, 
a kind of life very far from what Derick Vico 
has come across.  

A native of an island in Batangas City, 
Derick managed to cling tightly to his dreams 
that someday he would be able to elevate 
his status and eventually change the image 
that other people have stereotyped him.  

There were various reasons that 
hurdled him in pursuing his studies. Poverty 
was only one of those causes why he 
dropped out of school after he had hardly 
finished in the elementary. Being a resident 
of a far-flung area was another cause of 
becoming a dropout but the greatest 
challenge he hardly faced was his condition 
as a handicapped person.  

This condition of him markedly restricts 
his ability to function physically and 
effectively. But the power of dreams and 
burning hopes in him greatly transformed all 
the imperfections that have long defined him 
as a person into meaningful opportunities.      

Having been a dropout for a couple of 
years, Derick has then found a slim chance 
of going back again to the mainstream of 
basic education when he learned about the 
Alternative Learning System (ALS). 

All the way from Verde Island, his 
native place, he patiently gets up every 
Saturday as early as 3:00 o’clock in the 
morning just to attend the Accreditation and 
Equivalency learning session in the city 
where the learning center is. But what is 
heartbreaking is his way of travelling to 
reach the learning center. Using his banca, 
he alone passes through a long seaway of 
“Matuko” going to Batangas City proper to 
think that he is deprived of having complete 
fingers.  

“My condition really hinders me to 
perform tasks effectively but I used this as 
my strength to strive harder and do what a 
normal individual does”, Derick said.  

This strong determination in him 
inspired his teacher a lot to help him outdo 
his struggles and limitations to attain what 
he truly deserves. His exceptional condition 
served as a strong drive of his mentor to love 
more his profession as an ALS teacher.   
 After more than a year of sacrifices 
and perseverance, he successfully passed 
the A&E test administered on April 17, 2016. 
Everyone could imagine how Derick wrote 
and answered all the test questions using 
his bare hands with the absence of fingers.  

There was no exact word to grasp to 
explain and describe the happiness felt by 
not only this inspiring learner but mostly his 
proud teacher, Dr. Meniano D. Ebora of 
JAPMES Learning Center. 

There were 697 passers of A&E test 
who graduated then but Derick’s unique 
story of optimism, braveness, and fortitude 
made him somewhat distinctive among all 
other graduates in the ALS-A&E program.  
(Dr. Meniano D. Ebora, EPS II – CID  & Sally L. 
Mendoza, SEPS – SGOD Division of Batangas City)     

         

A learner amazingly inspires his mentor 

Derick Vico’s determination to pass the 
A&E test inspires Dr. Meniano D. Ebora  
and other ALS learners in Batangas City 

Nagkaroon ng panlawak na paligsahan 

ang Gawad Patnugot 2016 para sa “reading 

center” noong Agosto 17. 

Nakilahok ang “Gabay Dunong Mag-

aaral” – Halina’t Magbasa reading program 

ng Nasugbu East Central School, sa 

pangunguna ng Punongguro G. Efren C. 

Andino, Guidance Counselor Raquel T. 

Tenorio at mga kaguro: Concepcion T. 

Villanueva, Genoveva Bendicio, Fe S. 

Delgado, Melita T. Guevarra, Paulina E. Galit, 

Fernando Villanueva, Leoncia Bascuguin, 

Michelle Salanguit, Melchor Salvid, Allan 

Salanguit  at lahat ng guro ng NECS. 

Kaagapay din ang pamunuan ng PTA 

sa pamumuno ni Gng. Lai Albizo at iba pang 

mga magulang na tumutulong sa 

pagpapaangat ng pagbasa ng mga mag-

aaral lalo na sa Baitang I hanggang III. 

Ang mga mahihinang eskwela sa 

pagbasa ay pumunta sa Sentro ng Pagbasa 

“Gabay Dunong Mag-aaral” sa itinakdang 

oras ng pagbabasa at dito ginagabayan ng 

mga guro at magulang. 

Nilalayon ng programang ito ang 

pagpapaunlad sa pagbasa at matanim sa 

isipan ng mga bata ang kahalagahan ng 

ganitong programa. (Dr. Greg V. Meneses, PSDS 

Nasugbu East, Batangas) 

 

Sentro sa Pagbasa ng Nasugbu East, nakilahok sa Panlawak na Paligsahan 

Kaysarap magbasa! 

Kaysarap maglakbay sa kung saan-

saan; 

Mga kontinenteng malayo’t malapit, 

Mga unibersong mahikal, marikit! 

Kahit nakaupo o nakahiga lang, 

Alinmang lupalop aking napapasyal; 

Ano mang panahon ang nais 

puntahan, 

Nararating agad sa pagbasa lamang! 

Ayon kay Rene O. Villanueva 



Once again, another set of Math 

Wizards in the Division of Santa Rosa City 

joined  international contests in 

Mathematics, the 2016 International 

Mathematics Competition – Singapore and  

2016 China Southeast Mathematical 

Olympiad.  

Vince Jan F. Torres joined the 

China Southeast Mathematical Olympiad 

and won Bronze medal last July 28 to August 

2, 2016 in China right after his Honorable 

mention award in 57th IMO  (International 

Mathematical Olympiad) in Hongkong last 

July 9 to 16, 2016. 

On the other hand, Mikhaella Q. 

Layos (Grade 11 –STARSCI), Ron Michael V. 

Acda (Grade 10- STARSCI), Juan Carlos De 

Leon (Grade 10- STARSCI) all won Bronze 

Medals, while Ana Sophia Cartaño (Grade 10

- STARSCI, and  Kazandra Alexis M. Morallos 

(Grade 6 – Macabling ES) both got Merit 

Awards in the 2016 International 

Mathematics Competition in Singapore – 

2016 IMC-Singapore. 

In support to the mantra of the City 

Mayor, Hon. Dan S. Fernandez, these kids 

responded to the City Mayor’s program 

“Arangkada Dangal ng Sta. Rosa.”  They 

brought honor and pride not only to the city 

but the country in general. (Severa C. 

Salamat,Ph.D., EPS-Mathematics – DepEd Santa 

Rosa City)  

Arangkada Santa Rosa City 

Math Wizards Invade Singapore and China 

(L-R) Hon. Councilor Jun Tuzon, Hon. Councilor Roy Gonzales, Hon. Vice Mayor Arnold B. Arcillas, Ma. Cecilia D. Vitug (Math Coordinator – 
STARSCI), Hazel Edrozo (Math Teacher – STARSCI), Vince Jan F. Torres (Grade 11 – STARSCI), Mikhaella Q. Layos (Grade 11 –STARSCI), Ron Michael 
V. Acda (Grade 10- STARSCI), Juan Carlos De Leon (Grade 10- STARSCI), Ana Sophia Cartaño (Grade 10- STARSCI), Kazandra Alexis M. Morallos 
(Grade 6 – Macabling ES), Dr. Helen A. Ramos (Schools Division Superintendent),   Dr. Dionisia L. Alvarez (Principal Santa Rosa Science and 
Technology High School), Catherine M. Laza (former Principal – Macabling ES), Dr. Severa C. Salamat ( Education Program Supervisor - 
Mathematics), and Hon. Mayor Danilo Ramon S. Fernandez 

A two – day Teachers’ Induction 
Program composed of 67 elementary 
teachers, 27 from the Junior High School and 
57 from the Senior High School, was held at 
Mountain Rock Resort, Talisay, Lipa City on 
August 11-12, 2016.  

The said training was initiated through 
the untiring effort of Dr. Ludy N. Pasagui – 
OIC, Schools Division Superintendent, Mr. 
Homer N. Mendoza – OIC, Assistant Schools 
Division Superintendent, and Mrs. Minerva C. 
Caraos, Chief Education Supervisor, School 
Governance and Operations Division (SGOD). 

This training plays a vital role in carrying 
out the department’s vision and mission. It 
aimed to orient them on the Enhanced Basic 
Education pursuant to R.A. 10533, as well as 
to appropriate support, transmit culture of 
the school and their chosen profession, and 
to promote professional and personal well-
being of the new teachers. 

 Participants were capacitated with 
knowledge and skills they needed to face the 
challenges that their profession can offer 
through plenary discussion. The topics 
highlighted were as follows: 1) Personnel, 
Policies, Rules and Procedures, 2) Learners’ 
Information Systems, 3) Child Protection 
Policy/Child Friendly School, 4) Results – 
Based Performance Management System, 5) 
Code of Ethics, 6) Overview of the CIP 7) 
Positive Discipline in Everyday Teaching, and 
8) The Teaching Profession and Commitment. 

The two-day training made them aware 

and fully understand the work that they 
indulged in. As Dr. Ludy Pasagui underscored 
in her challenging message, “Newly – hired 

teachers are expected to be more effective 
and efficient as their journey begins”. (Evelyn 
F. Castañeto, Ed. D. – SEPS HRTD, SDO Lipa City) 

 

SDO LIPA spearheads Teachers’ Induction Program 


