
The city of Tanauan, Batangas 

celebrated the 2016 World Teachers’ Day 

last October 3 at the First Asia Institute of 

Technology and Humanities. 

With the theme, “Guro: Kabalikat sa 

Pagbabago”, the Division of Tanauan City led 

by the OIC, SDS Edna Faura, with event 

coordinator Xander B. Castillo – JEPS Soc. 

Mob. and the Parents-Teacher Association 

crafted activities like Battle of the Bands, 

Tawag ng Tungkulin, Awarding of Outstanding 

Teachers, and raffles to commemorate the 

teachers’ role in educating the children 

together with education partners. 

Selected teachers were also given the 

chance to compete in the Mrs. Division of 

Tanauan City 2016. In their beautiful creative 

costumes, casual wear, uniform, and 

Filipiniana gown, 10 contestants from 10 

clustered districts fought to claim the crown.  

In the end, Mrs. Wilma Materio of South 

District I bested the others and was crowned 

Mrs. Division of Tanauan City 2016. 

Alena Rita Briton of South District 2 was 

declared first runner up. She was followed by 

Cynthia Dela Vega of North District 2          

(2nd Runner Up), Joelma Corañez of 

North District I (3rd Runner Up) and lastly 

Maureen Perez of East District 2 

(4th Runner Up). 

All school heads, administrative 

officers, district supervisors, education 

program supervisors, education program 

specialists, SGOD Chief, CID Chief, Asst. 

Schools Division Superintendent and School 

Division Superintendent, actively lead all 

activities for the World Teachers' Day 

celebration. (Anne Jeliene C. Capacia  - SDO 

Tanauan City) 

Division of Tanauan City Celebrates World Teachers’ Day 

Ladies and their titles. The crowned Mrs. Division of Tanauan City 2016 Wilma Materio wearing black 
Filipiniana gown leads Monday evening's winners at World Teachers’ Day Celebration. 
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Notwithstanding Typhoon Karen’s threat, the Schools Division 

of Lipa City pushed through with its Division Festival of Talents, 

showcasing an exciting array of intense talents from different 

students all over the division at Barangay San Isidro last October 17. 

Elementary students competed in various contests which 

included Kindergarten’s Ballroom, Story Telling, and Vocal solo. 

While, secondary students competed in 

Technolympics, Population Quiz, On-the-Spot 

Skills Exhibition, Tagisan ng Talino, Sining 

Tanghalan, and Dramatic Choric. 

Officer-in-Charge Assistant Schools 

Division Superintendent Homer N. Mendoza 

emphasized the importance of students 

participating in these events. 

“We seek to equip students with real-life 

knowledge and skills and this activity is a great avenue for them to 

demonstrate their talents and what they have learned inside their 

[class]room,” said Sir Mendoza. 

The festival also aimed to upgrade Lipeños’ level of 

competence in preparation for the upcoming regional level, resulting 

for the division competition to be scheduled earlier than expected.  

“As we eye for more winnings, we also need to give more time 

for them (regional qualifiers) to prepare,” explained Curriculum 

Implementation Division Chief Dr. Lorna R. Medrano. 

The first place winners of each event will represent the division 

in the Regional Festival of Talents on December 8 in Batangas City. 

(Jerick M. Dorado, Bugtongnapulo NHS, Lipa City) 

DepEd-Lipa brings FOT to a higher level 



Teachers will always be heroes to everyone. Their main role is 

to educate not only the mind of their pupils but also to touch their 

hearts. Long and distant locations, rough roads, lack of phone signal, 

lack of clean drinking water, and many other issues or needs are not 

considered as hindrances in molding their learners. It is also not a 

problem for them to make the school into their shelter, their home, 

and transforming it to one of the most beautiful, well ventilated, and 

lovable places, and schools located in a remote area. 

One such example is the Magata-Manggahan Elementary 

School. Built in the year 1985 in Sitio Manggahan, Brgy. Laiban, 

Tanay, Rizal, the school brought basic quality elementary education 

to the children and learners of Sitio Magata, Sitio Manggahan and 

other nearby sitios of General Nakar, Quezon, becoming the second 

home of most of Katutubong Dumagat.  

The school started with just one makeshift building, having 

three rooms made of bamboo, sawali, timber, and other light 

materials. Though the school had a simple beginning for educating 

pupils, School Heads and Teachers being deployed always gave the 

best quality of education to their learners. Thus from the year the 

school was built until the present, many learners were able to 

graduate in Magata-Manggahan Elementary School. 

From nothing to something, Magata-Manggahan Elementary 

School became an establishment that everyone can be proud of. 

Through the help of stakeholders and partners, the school is now one 

of the solar-powered schools located in the District of Tanay II-A.  

Eight rooms made from concrete materials which are more 

conducive to learning for the pupils have also been made.  

Magata-Manggahan Elementary School also has their own 

school ground with a stage for outdoor activities, a garden planted 

with varieties of vegetables and root crops, six comfort rooms for 

teachers and pupils, and finally, a Home Economics Room where 

cooking and feeding programs are being held every day. 

The teachers have also benefited from the changes. The H.E. 

Room serves as their quarters, to limit the cause of renting a 

separate house and enabling them to better care for the entire 

school. Despite being away from home, the ambience of the 

teachers’ quarters is not too far from their own home. It is very 

comfortable with a nice living room, modern kitchen, two cozy 

bedrooms that have two double deck beds, and one clean comfort 

room. 

Aside from their living space, the teachers are also getting an 

upgrade with their teaching materials.  From Grade 1 to Grade 3, 

they have their own Smart LED televisions paired with their 

smartphones which are used for executing creative and modern 

approach of educating their pupils. Teachers from Grade 4 to 6 have 

their own attractive, tangible, and reliable learning materials for 

developing the minds of their learners.  

All these improvements have largely benefited the 217 learners 

from kinder to grade 6 with the Teacher-in-Charge Mrs. Lolita D. De 

Leon and six teachers: Miss Mary Joy O. Juanillo Teacher of Kinder 

and Grade 1, Miss Kim P. Racaza Teacher of Grade 2, Miss Jennelyn 

P. Dela Cruz Teacher of Grade 3, Mr. Marvie Aliwalas Teacher of 

Grade 4, Miss Irene P. Cometa Teacher of Grade 5 and Mrs. Eireen 

Camano Teacher of Grade 6, and two utility workers who are 

residents of the community. 

Last year, the graduation was held in their own school, 

attended by the Principals and District Supervisor of Tanay II. This 

year another big event in the history of the school, the 2016 Regional 

IPED Immersion, was held. It was a great privilege for the school of 

Magata-Manggahan Elementary to witness the gatherings of 

Teachers, Principals, Supervisors and Regional Supervisor and 

Personnel from DepEd CALABARZON solely for the beloved IPED 

community. 

The school endlessly thanks the stakeholders and partners. 

Magata-Manggahan Elementary School wouldn’t have come this far 

without them. School Head and Teachers are still looking for more 

ways to improve the school to make a difference to the lives of their 

learners and also to the IP community. They continue dreaming and 

having goals, not only for the learners but also for the school as it 

represents who they are and how passionate they are in their chosen 

field. Even if the teachers will be deployed to other schools, what 

they have planted will be harvested and will continue to evolve to 

touch other lives. (Ms. Jennelyn P. Dela Cruz and Mr. Marvie P. Aliwalas, 

Magata-Manggahan, Division of Rizal) 

Magata-Manggahan Elementary School: The Quest 
for the 21

st
 Century School in a Remote Area 



A good teacher is not created 

overnight. This is manifested through my co-

teacher, Mrs. Karheena E. Adriano, a 

teacher- researcher from the Municipality of 

Tanay, whose commitment and dedication 

are rooted from her several years of 

teaching and from serving the remote 

schools in the district of Tanay II.  

Fondly called as Ma’am K, this teacher 

does not stop after succeeding in generating 

the outputs of her research but continues to 

be of service. After finding out the problems 

and issues of an indigenous community, she 

will find ways on how to solve them. Several 

times she will walk to the IP communities 

even it takes an hour to reach these places. 

As what the natives observed, “apat na uring 

lakad: lakad na diretso, pagapang, pa-upo at 

padausdos- makarating lamang sa mga 

katutubong pamayanan.” These four kinds 

of walk shows her patience and hard work 

just to pursue DepEd’s mission –to make 

education accessible to all.   

 She believes that the triumph of her 

community research and works are 

grounded on the ideals on seeing what is 

true, feeling what your subject is presently 

experiencing, and hearing the voiceless. 

Because of her enthusiasm, she was able to 

gain the trust and love of the IP community 

where she serves.  She helps build greater 

access, opportunity, and equity to 

Dumagats. She responds to the needs of 

students who are bound by the limited 

access in life. She actively participates in 

projects like Clean and Green, Tree Planting, 

Alay Lakad, and other activities related to 

I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e  C o m m u n i t y 

Development. 

In addition, her Indigenous People 

Community Development Immersions have 

greatly helped others. At SitioTu-oy Barangay 

Cuyambay, Tanay, Rizal, her group was able 

to provide solar lamps to 19 families 

through private organizations. They were 

also able to build the first comfort room and 

provide a clean water system for the 

community.  

She also led the Community 

Immersion at SitioTala, Barangay Mamuyao, 

Tanay, Rizal, a three hour walk from the 

Mamuyao Elementary School. Here, her 

group was able to give 17 solar lamps to the 

community. 

But she doesn’t stop there. There are 

Saturdays when she will spend visiting sitios 

to provide young children reading lessons. 

She also provides baseline data of the 

number of drop-outs, out of school children, 

and illiterate members of the community to 

different agencies like the nearest schools 

and the District Alternative Learning 

System . She also reaches out to the 

Department of Social Welfare and 

Development (DSWD) and Local 

Government Unit for possible establishment 

of daycare center in the area, and to the 

District Office of Tanay II for possible 

establishment of primary or multi-grade 

schools.    

Ma’am K’s willingness to serve covers 

all areas. Problems in ancestral land 

ownership and limited access to government 

services are addressed to government 

agencies to augment their daily living and 

economic condition. Other future projects 

include a livelihood program for the 

Dumagat mothers in the community.  

Furthermore, she inspires and 

encourages us fellow teachers to work hard 

for the betterment of teaching-learning 

process. Through her projects and speaking 

engagements all over Rizal, she has helped 

develop teachers’ cultural awareness and 

cultural sensitiveness, which are important 

factors in teaching IP learners.   

Her extraordinary efforts are not just 

recognized by the IP community and the 

District Office of Tanay II. Last November 

2015, she was awarded Most Outstanding 

Educator for Action Research by the 

Guronasyon Foundation and was a finalist in 

the Gawad Patnugot search for most 

effective action research in Region 4-A. 

Truly Ma’am K’s nine years of service 

has come a long way. Whether she walks 

straight, crawl, squats, or slides, she has 

done everything in her power to serve. 

(Eleonor V. Atencio, Teacher, Cuyambay 

Elementary School, Division of Rizal) 

 Ma’am K’s Four Ways of Walk 



Challenging the potential of learners in 

dealing with numbers, the Schools Division 

of Lipa City under the umbrella of Curriculum 

Implementation Division (CID) directed a 

Math Camp for Elementary, Junior, and 

Senior High Schools coming from both 

public and private schools on October 13 

and 14 at Bulacnin Elementary School and 

Bulacnin National High School, Lipa City.  

Education Program Supervisor in 

Mathematics Theresa G. Exconde fronted 

the 2016 Division Math Camp with a theme, 

“Bridging the Divide through Mathematics 

Education”. The camp aimed to expose 

learners and teachers to different 

innovative, creative and fun activities in 

Mathematics, and at the same time, develop 

learners’ critical thinking and problem 

solving skills and prepare them for higher 

level competitions. 

“I hope that with this significant 

endeavor we were able to bring out the best 

in every student that could possibly 

influence them to strive harder in their 

journey,” added Exconde. 

Public elementary participants who 

were first and second placers in the District 

Math Camp competed in seven categories: 

Zumbmath , Damath, Math Quiz Individual – 

Written Competition, Math Quiz – Group Oral 

Competition, , Math Trail, Four Fundamental 

Race, and Mind Master. 

Meanwhile, private elementary 

schools competed against their 

counterparts straight in the division level. 

Junior High Schools battled it out in 

ZumbMath, Damath, Math Quiz – Individual 

Written Competition and Group Oral 

Competition, Math Trail and Mind Master 

Individual. While Senior High School 

students joined ZumbMath, Math Quiz 

Individual Written Competition, and Mind 

Master Individual compettions. 

The highlight of the two-day event was 

the ZumbMath, a 5 to 7 minute performance 

showcasing not only Zumba talents of the 

students and teachers but the integration of 

Math Concepts to the routine.  

The competition was vied by 13 public 

Junior and Senior High  Schools and 

three private schools, with the 

winners emerging as Inosloban 

Marawoy NHS, Fernando Air Base 

NHS  and Lodlod NHS for public 

secondary schools. Winners from 

private school were Lipa City Colleges 

Silvercrest Senior High School, The 

Lipa Grace Academy, and Holistic Academy 

for Achievers. 

Winners in the different categories will 

compete in the next higher level 

competitions. 

This annual activity was handled by the 

MTALC Officers steered by the President 

Boyd Aguila under the command of EPS 

Math Theresa G. Exconde and the CID Office 

headed by Dr. Lorna R. Medrano, with the all 

expenses charged to MTALC fund. (Ranilo P. 

Merle, Ph. D., Teacher III, Senator Claro M. Recto 

Memorial School, Schools Division of Lipa City) 

SDO Lipa heightens pupils’ Math Skills, 
holds 2016 Division Math Camp  

SDO-Lucena City Division Monitoring, Evaluation and 

Adjustment (DMEA) Team organized the Division Roll-out on Quality 

Management System – Monitoring, Evaluation and Adjustments 

(QMS – MEA) at St. Jude Multi-Purpose Cooperative Hotel & Event 

Center, Tayabas City last October 17 and 19.  

This two-day orientation-seminar targeted 57 school heads 

orienting  them on Division Monitoring, Evaluation & Adjustment 

(DMEA) Framework, preparing a DMEA/SMEA Plan Strategy in the 

division/school, and developing processes and tools for division/

school monitoring services to support basic education and 

organizational performances.  

Dr. Epifania F. Carandang, Chief, SGOD, provided an activity 

that aimed to identify practices that ensure quality performance in 

their respective unit/school. She focused her session on the 

preparation and installation of QMS, understanding quality 

assurance, and accountability framework (QA Model, Objectives and 

Legal Bases). She also 

discussed about understanding 

the Quality Assurance 

Framework (QAF), and the 

fundamental premises of 

Quality Assurance (QA) in basic 

education and salient features 

of QAF. 

Likewise, Dr. Edwin R. 

Rodriguez, SGOD Chief of SDO-

Tayabas City attended on the needs of the participants in 

understanding QMS as an operational mechanism and the core 

areas for quality assurance M&E mechanism by QA purpose.  

“We need to synchronize and harmonize our job…, QAF will 

not be implemented without QMS,” Rodriguez reminded the 

participants. 

Moreover, Mr. Ryan Race, SEPS-M&E of SDO-San Pablo City, 

discussed M&E system, utilization of M&E data gathering tool, and 

provision of technical assistance on M&E with various activities 

intended for each unit/district level.  

Furthermore, Dr. Karina R. Bautista, SEPS-M&E of the division, 

dealt with the development of AIP, simulation of DMEA/SMEA, and 

the MEA Technology. She presented sample AIP and was discussed 

to the participants about its content. She emphasized that MEA is 

the reference for Field Technical Assistance (FTA).  

The main indicator of the division’s success lies on the 

learner’s outcomes: access/participation, retention, completion and 

achievement that leads to the salient feature of QAF as Functional 

Literacy for all. (Angelo S. Villanueva, EPS II, SDO-Lucena City) 

DMEA Team organizes Division Roll-out on QMS – MEA 

ATTENDANCE CHECK. Dr. Aniano M. 
Ogayon, SDS-Lucena City shows his 
full support in the training. 

Dr. Epifania  F. Carandang, Chief, SGOD, comprehensively discusses 
QAF. 



Addressing the 110 participants composed of supervisor, 

school heads, head teachers, master teacher, and teacher-

researchers inside the Santa Rosa City Hall, Schools Division 

Superintendent of DepEd Division of Santa Rosa City Helen Ramos 

shed light on the First Division Research Forum’s theme, 

“Enhancing Research Skills Towards Better Learning Performance” 

last October 17. 

 “This research forum offers a great opportunity to encourage 

our supervisors, school heads, and teachers to conduct research to 

improve the performance of our division,” the SDS said. 

With that in mind, the forum commenced. The first part of the 

program consisted of lectures. Division Research Coordinator Dr. 

Severa C. Salamat discussed about Basic Education Research 

Agenda, and Preparation and Submission of Research Proposal. 

Juvy Tobias talked about Conduct of Action Research while Dr. 

Anacleta M. Cabigao tackled Qualitative Research.  

 Oral presentations and poster exhibition were also conducted 

for the second part of the event at Pulong Sta Cruz Elementary 

School under the leadership of its principal, Dr. Nelia Tabuyo. 

Philippine Conference of Basic Education Researchers 

During her opening speech at the forum, Ramos also stressed 

the importance of research in the region. 

“Our regional director, Dr. Diosdado M. San Antonio 

emphasizes that he trust in DepEd CALABARZON to promote the 

culture of research. In fact, on Dec. 5-7, our region will spearhead 

the 2016 Philippine Conference of Basic Education Researchers,” 

she explained. 

The 2016 Philippine Conference of Basic Researchers will aim 

to intensify the promotion of the culture of research to deepen 

productive partnerships among DepEd development partners and 

other education/ research institutions, showcase the  educational 

research projects conducted particularly those funded by the BERF 

towards achieving intermediate and long term organizational 

outcomes, recognize research-enabled and evidence-based best 

practices, and provide a forum for educational researchers to be 

updated on the Department of Education’s new research policy 

issuances specifically on the adoption of the Basic Education 

Research Agenda.  

As indicated in the Basic Education Research Agenda, the 

priority research themes are the following: Teaching and Learning, 

Child Protection, Human Resource Development and Governance.  

Research projects may also focus on the areas that cut across 

major themes like Disaster Risk Reduction Management, Inclusive 

Education, and Gender Development. The findings generated from 

the research should yield towards evidence- based actions for 

ensuring access to a complete basic education, improving the 

quality of education and ensuring effective, transparent and 

engaging governance. All these are said to improve any division’s 

performance.  

“For those who will be able to present their research, your 

expertise in this forum will make you more confident in joining the 

Philippine Conference of Basic Education Researchers,” Ms. Ramos 

added. 

Teachers, researchers, school heads, education supervisors, 

educational leaders and managers, interested researchers, and 

graduate school students are qualified to present their papers in the 

2016 Philippine Conference of Basic Education Researchers on 

December 5 to 7, 2016 at the Philippine International Convention 

Center. 

The division forum’s oral presenters and researchers of 

posters totaling to sixteen (16) are authorized by the 

Superintendent to join the other division research enthusiasts in 

attending the said conference. (Dr. Anacleta M. Cabigao, Chief, 

Curriculum Implementation Division, Adviser, Division Research team) 

“Let Research live on in Santa Rosa City” ----  SDS Helen A. Ramos                     

CALABARZON All Set for 

Principals’ Test 2016 
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